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^y^Ot/ mu/i inoWf myfriendj that I am 
^ a gentleman in the country^ and by cnsft 
a Shaver ofnjery confiderable fcope i not^ 
witbfianding I have turned preacher of late ^ 
andfeem to be pretty fuccefijul at my preach^ 

. ment^ as the/ale ofthisfermon ^ill tefiify. 
I have been a great man for the news, as we 
Shavers commonly are^ andy among other 
papers J I ufually took in the St. James's 
Chronicle ^ a paper that is filed in all the 

four corners \ but if you ajk with what^ on 
my wordy I mufi refer you to people of 
greater penetration than 1 am to find that 
out. Well I paid and I read to nopurpofe 

for a long while y till at lafi I chanced to 

fpy An Extra£l of a Letter from Oxford^ 
and I wot it pleajed me mightily. 

A 2 It 
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7/ told us bow tbat^ Six young men were 
expeSed the iimvwfity for h olding Me* * 
thodiflical tenets, and for praying, read- 
ing, and expounding the fcriptures in a 
private houfe. Well thought I, that may 
work for the good of the cburch\ but then, 
I did ndtjb mutb appr&ue of the prhciptd 
efimt offbofe calttd Milhodijli^ being faid 
tobe reading and expounding the fcriptures^ 
&€• thought /, that is going fomtivbat too 
far. Could they find nothing worfe againfi 
them^ tbanprayingy reading ana expound-- 
ing the fcriptures in a private hotfe ? 
Could nottbey have proved tbeni drunkards? 
Or made it evident that they were given to 
^mnching? — -ftbinge ^ery common infome\ 
ph0es^)—^Or could they mi haw cott^ed 
the ydung felhws of having revikd the nti^ 
rdcle^ ^Ghriftand of Mofis, that their 
expulfion might have appimti the )nor^ wir- 
gible? 

Not long after y I happened to fee another 
account from Ox;f6rd, wrott by the ^ev. 
Dr. Oxonief^si <ind that atcdtmt made' 
me refolve upon fomething. Fhr he telfs 
us^ that one of the ^ix was formerly a • 
Publican, another had been tf Blaekfmith, 
a third a Barber, ^nd a fourfih had been 
a Teacher /* 4^ School undeif 
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4m. ajhaver^ which if by inttrpretatim 9 
hfrber^ andmytldifilon^^ a tromifing^loii 
is dejigned for a fcboolmafier : tkipr^^ 
feeing the honours of our family cafi down 
into the puddle by the- arr^ganee of Ojco- 
nian priejis^ I began to grtmjurly upug 
it I but aid not yet think of preaching. 
What bro^g^t me /? that moos^ J^nding 
from the learned Dr. UxonicnOs, thajt 
th(jfe ymng men bad preached without, or^ 
ders. Then^ thought J, / ivill even have 
a trial at it myfelf WelU you muji know 
we have a good fort of afellaip ta our Par'-- 
fon\ a, gentleman who loves his bottle 
and his frieodi if it was ibr a wHqIq 
nfght toeether, and there is never a youth 
in all the parifh who willfing a merrier 
catcbs, nor tell a prettier flory thoM bim^ 
Jelf\far be^ is What ye may call a merry 
Parjon. iVitb him I am pretty famiHar^ 
and I thought I would evezi borrow kit 
Sundays fiiUy and bis orthodox pi^%. 
knowing him to be a true churchman^ and 
I would try what J could do at preaching* 
But J bad certftinly been disappointed iv 
an audience^ ij an hapj^ imaginatim 
had not.ifefriendedn^e i put mfoaner had 
r be^irfed ffiy im^aginatiany than I was 
^^tedfrom Clarely-common A? the great 
hall at (y^^-^, before t hi Y'^tC'-^T-, 

*and 
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,ifnd the Heads ofHouleSy to wbom^ offer 
I bad mounted the rojtrum with the ufual 
formality f I preached the following fer- 
mon^ the whole world being Juppofed 
bear erf : 

Concerning which Sermon I would have 
ft ohferved^ 

1 . ^hat I pretend tfQt tojufiify any part 
pf the condu^ of the Methodijls^ hefides, 
praying to God, reading, expounding the 
fcript tires, and finging hymns ^ &^C. 

2. That I cenfure none of the clergy^ 
butfucb as are dgainji prayings readings 
ana expounding the fcrtptures^ and fng^ 
ing of hymns. 

■ 

^ 3 . ^hat whoever this Coat is found tQ 

ft, I would have the gentleman put it on^ 

and wear it as his own ; ajfuring * himfelf 

that it was made for him, ^ndthat, tbo^ 

a Shaver, I amhisTAYi^oK. 

4. That, perhaps, in gratitude for my 
great pains, and the new hints given i/f 
fbis Jermon, which may cafi a light upon 

ecclejiajiical hijlory, the V — c C- -r, 

and Heads of Houfes, may prefeift me to 
Jbme good benefice^ And they may depend 

^ • upon 
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upon it that Ijhall (have the parijhioners, 
as bandfome as any on 'em 

^husy reader^ I have told you all about 
it 5 and have only to addj that after Ihad^ 
at leifure bours^ wrote my fermon fairly 
outt I carried it to a bookfeller-j expeSiing 
tbat be would be as fond of it as I was^ 
wbicby I believe is a cafe very common 
with us Authors; but he drew up his 
JhoulderSy looked four upon^ and faid^ he 
feared it was^too courfefor this polite age. 
I ajfured him tbat the file was quite cle* 
ricaly being borrowed from the Parijb Prieji^ 
and what be might hear in many Pulpits^ 
if he would only travel for it ; but be being 
of the faving order ^ and not over fit for 
travelling in deep roads ^ agreed to take my 
word for it^ rather than be at the expence 
and trouble of feeking further Proof*, foit 
was fent to the Prefsj to furnifh you^ my 
friend^ with half an hours entertainment^ 
andpleafe 



Tour humble fervant^ 
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'A 

S E R M O N, ^c. 

paving the honor ^f 94drefling (b learned 
a body, widi bands to white, gowns fo 
black, and caps fo orthodox, I take ^e 
liberty of flriking a little from the com- 
inon road of preachings and as this is a 
Angular occafion, lihallmakefree with 
a fingular text, 

Vou know, my beloved, it is the way of 
moft preachers to choofe fome paiTage 
of fcripture for their text^ which ha- 
ving diftindly read twice over, you 
hear no more of the bible till the fer-.* 
mon is finished; but are entertained 
with fuch a lecture as you may find in 
a newsrpaper, price two-pence half- 
penny. But I have the honour of de- 
parting a little frpm this general rule, 
and ihali be the firil who takes his text 
from a news-paper, and illuftrates his 
doctrine by fcripture hiftory ; and ha- 
ving broken tl^ ice, as we ufed to fay^ 
I expe^ to have many ingenious fol- 
lowers. You will find our text in 
the Sf. Jflme/s Chronicle for Thurfday^ 
March ij^ 176% No. 1099, Printid 
f^y JHenry Bgldwiib at the Printitg-- 
Office, White-Friars, Fleet-Street. 
Wbereio, if you will poll your news- 
ppers out 01 your ped^ets, you may 
ffsad with metne following paragraph. 

jExtract 
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a LETTER from Oxford. 

0«Friday laftjixftudents belonging io^Amvoii- 
* , Hall ii^ere expelled the Univerjfity^ after an 
tearing of fever al hours before Mr. Vice Cban^ 
ceUor^ andfomeoftbe Heiids of Houfes^ for 
holding. Methodijiical tenets^ and taking upon 
them topray\ read^ and expound jbe fcriptures^ 
endjing hymns in a private l>qufe^ The — — 
of the ' ; ■ ■■ defended their dgSlrines from the 
thirty-nine articles of the eftablijhed churchy 
andfpoke in the highefi terms of the piety and 
exen^larinefs of their lives \ but bis mdtion 
was over-ruled^ and ferUence pronouncedaganfi 

them. 'Pr.^ , one of the Heads of Houfes 

frefentj obfervedy that as thefejix gentlemen 
were expelled for having too much religion^ 
it would be very proper to enquire into the 
conduit offome who bad too little\ and Mr. 

' ^ ^as heard to tell their chief accufer^ 

that the Univerfity was much obliged to him 
for bis good work. 

OUR text is indeed fomewhat long; but 
then, my beloved, we have the more 
matter to work upon i and you know th^ is 
a day in which invention is not very brifk, 
efpecially among the gentlemen clergy. But 
We proceed to.proiecute our fubjeft after 
the old orthodox plan, namely, 

I. To go over our text by way of expli- 
cation. 

„ IL Deduce aootable point of doctrine from 
it, viz.Thit this aftof they***-eC-*— ^r, 
and the Heads of Houfes,, is defenfible 
frqrp the conduft of the clergy in all 
ages, and in all countries. 

III. Conclude 



IIL Conclude with fpecial application. 

L jExpiain oujr text. In doing which 1 
piujft divide it into very fmall parcels, Qvtn 
as the Ikilful furgeon does the fkih of 9 
hanged majefaftpr, when he diffefts an ori- 
gan. And in the firft place, 

Extras of a Letter from Qxford* 

This Oxford^ my beloved, . is a city in the 
Weft of Engiaudj notable for a great univer* 
fity, /. e. a place of learning : and it would 
do you good to fee the numbers of hopeful 
young gentlemen who come from all parts of 
Evgl^nqin purfuit of learning, infomuch that 
all thp colleges ^re frequently crowded. But 
you wiU fay, What do they learn? To which 
I anfwer in the negative, as being much ea- 
fier than the affirmative. For it appears 
from our text, that there are fome things 
which they do not learn. 

(i.) Praying:— -I mean, ^t^ey (Jo not, in 
commpn, Jeafn to pray to God. It feems 
this is po p2irt .pf the approved exercifes of 
tjie ftudenps in that univerjBty; for, fays our 
text. Six young gentlemen were expelled the JJni^ 
verjity for praying. From whence we m^y 
draw this inference, namely; ThBt if the 
Vice Chancellor, aijd the Heads of Houfes, 
expelled thefe fix offenders for praying to 
God, it is natpral t9 fuppofe, that they^are no; 
guilty of that crime themfelvcs ; ptherwife, 
jfhey would fall under that reproof. Rom. ii. i ^ 
■' (2.) To read and expound the fcriptures- 
^6 ^notjifr thing whjich feems to be there 

prohibited. 



prohibited. Whether Rocbefter's Poems^ 
frijlram Sharufy^ The Minor^ and fuch boqks, 
are efteemed orthodox, and therefore tole- 
rated, I pretend not to fay; but one thing 
IS clear from our text, that reading and exr 
pounding the fcriptures is againft the Oxo- 
nian law; for Six young gefHkmen were ex- 
pelled the l/niverjity for reading^ and expound-- 
ing the fcriptures. 

(3.) Singing of hynons is a^dther thing 
which they do not learn: this isaUb clear 
from the words. Bv finging of hymns» I 
mean praifing of God for bleffings received, 
according to CoL iii. x6. Let the word of 
Chrift dwell in you richfy in allwifdom^ teaching 
andadmonijhingone another in pfalmsy andhynms^ 
emd fpiritual Jongs^ Jinging with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. But finging of pfalmsy 
and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, cannot be 
connived at in the Univerfity by the Heads 
of Houfes ; for Six young men were expelled 
the Univerjity for Jinging of hymns. 

NotCy This was an extraft of a Letter from 
Oxford\ which fhews, that there be fomc 
people there who can write, notwithftanding 
^11 the refleflions that have been caft upon 
them; and that, although reading is dan- 
gerous there, yet an Oxonian may write with 
impunity. 

II. Laft Friday: — ^thc better day, the better 
deed. Fndajy you know, is a faft-day ; on 
which it was fitteft to eo about a work of 
this importance, when the judgment was not 
fettered with bodily j^oi^efi, but purged by 
an empty beHy; 

JLafl 
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Laji Friday: — It was not a thing that hap-, 
pened in the dark ages of Monkijh ignorance^ 
but what has happened in this enUgbienid ag€ 
§f Christian IT V. It was not when the 
Univerfity was tied hand and foot by Pcpijb 
prejudices, ^nd the Heads of Houfcs were 
•bliged to fubmit to their betters; but it 
was Lajl Friday^ the a£k and deed of Vrth 
Ujtant Divines, 

III. Six tS/aitfii/j/— What a miracle was it, 
my beloved, that, out of fo many hundreds 
or ftudents as are at Oxford^ only Six fhould 
be found gtulty of praying, reading, and ex- 
pounding the fcriptures* This fliews the 
faithfulnefs of their vigilant tutors, in guard- 
ing them againlt fuch pernicious prai^ces« 
Now, from this, obferve, 

1. That there were but Six ftudents of ail 
the Univerfity, who could be deteded in 
thofe evils of praying, X^c. much to the ho- 
nour of that l^ned body. 

2. That thofe Six being expelled ;— now 
there are none left in all the colleges who 
take upon them to pray, read, and expound 
the fcriptures: — therefore, gentlemen may 
with fafety fend their (bns to that fountain 
of learningt without fearing thjU they will 
become religious; — there being none left 
now to -eufnafe them. 

IV. They all belonged to Ednmnd-HaU^ 
It feems they loved to be together; from 
whence It may be gathered that ciiey loved 
one another. A fault which the Heathens 
accufed the IChriftians of old with, but from 
which mankind in general are now pretty 

free* 
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free. It appears as if this Edmund-Hall wa;^ 
the only place ^t Oxford in which praying 
people vp'cre to be found. But it is hoped 
that the governors of that Hall will be mulft 
for therr careleflhefs in fuffcr irig the ftudents 
to read the bible and to (enquire after reii* 
gion, feeing it is contrary to thefenfe of this 
tlniverfity. 

y. fVereex'pdkdtbeUnweffify.^ Deprived 
of the rights and privileges of the king's 
loving fubjefts, or as the word fignifies, they 
were drove out, forced aw^y, and baniftied 
from the Univerfity. This religious aft was 
performed by the Vicc-Chancellor, after an 
hearing of fcveral hours. I remember when 
bifhop Hooper was fent for by qtieen Maty^ 
the pious bifhop of London and my Lord 
Chancellory the guides of her confcience^ be-* 
ing determined to have him burnt, they 
thought good to make a fhew of juftrcre by 
giving him a hearing, withal refofving not 
to fwerve from their bloody defign. So, in 
like manner, our venerable tutors were de- 
termined not to fufFer praying perfons to 
breathe the Univerfity air; yet being tied to 
form, they would give them an hearing. 

An hearing offeveral hoursy-r-Ah I my be- 
loved, ye may fee how remarkably the fcrip- 
tures are flilfillcd in that learned body of di- 
vines, where it lays,. Hear ye indeed j but un- 
derjtand not ; fee ye indeed^ but perceive not. 

VL We come to the crime for which they 
were expelled the Univerfity; and I wot it 
was an heinous crime indeed. This would 
appear without illufl:rating it, from the cha- 

raftcr 
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rafter of the expcllcrs,.namrfy,. Mr. Vice- . 
Chancellor, and the Heads of Houfes. But 
ts I love to remove every hillock out of the 
wayi for your better information I fhall ex- 
plain it. What was tlwir crime then, my 
fccloved, think you ? Was it drinking ? 
No, no, it was- not drinking; for they were 
very temperate, "^^as it' whoring then, the 
conimon praftice of many ftudcnts ? No, it 
was not whoring neither ; for their lives are 
faid to h^ve been very exemplary. Iwilh, 
my beloved, it'had been no worfe. But 
what was it then? Was it iwearing, an4 
fighting, and abufihg tfhcir fellow fttidents I 
No, for they fhunned th^ other ftudencs^':«l 
a wife man wHl ^» an attorfity : thus i^^hIMIh 
may be gathered from dur text, which iflS-^ 
mates, -that they met together among tbemfehes. 
But* it vn^'praying : -^ibat my beloved, was 
one part of their .crinje. Six young men "ooera 
expelled the Univerfity for praying. For Mr. 

V— e C r artff the Heads of Houfes 

will fufler no pray mg people to continue in 
the Univerfity, 

« .Reading and expounding the fcriptures 
was another part of the crime. But what, 
in the rtanie of the Pope,- can ftudents have 
to do with the fcriptures ? What pity is it 
that the bible is not locked up in the Vatican ? 
But letting' that pafs, we find that learning to 
expound the fcriptures is no part of the em-*'* 
ployment of the ftudents, Six young men being 
expelled the Univerfity for reading andexpound^ 
ing the fcriptures. 

What 
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Whit added to tKcir guUt wdf, disttbtj 
c^ricd. tl^ek. religion to a privati boufi^ 
fiut what c^n private people have to do with 
religion ? Ought not tney to do .^s their /ore-* 
fathers did, xiatndf^ gHre up tfadbr confcienc^^ 
and undcrftandings to the guidance of th^ 
venerabk pried f Is tt not enough that gen^ 
tlemen in black know, tpA underftandl relin 

S' in, but every private perfon muft be dab»^ 
Im; in it, contrary to the fenie o^ this Uni*" 
▼ermy? I wot, my bclovcd| that the clergjif 
cannot thrive as they do, li every private 
lioufe mui!t becooie a werftnpping. temple i 
but it^is thought ;kcre \% littler realbn to fear 
i|)jf y feeing our text informs us^ that the doc*^ 
vStf of the univerfity are determined to d^. 
what they can to prevent it^ for Site y^img 
mm weri epcpelUd wc tlnivir^tyf^ iipig^ rm^ 
giws in a private boufe^ 

y II. Anothei- part of their crime was^ IJM( 
1^ Md ^fietbod{/iicaitef|fts. . Tiusiame mOf 
ifaodift, my beioved^ is a cramp^ word^ ^ 
theredOut of old books, bymciiof reverence 
and karning, and avpfdied to fuch who pray, 
read, expound the (cripture, and (kig hymns 
isk private houfes, . a pem)k never to be to^> 
Icra^ed 1^ the clergy. You'll obfenre, th^t 
this £une hard woixl, i^ich the nation h^ 
^g i*^^ yfithf firft of all was given to the 
frns of EiGulaptUBi as a name of honour, and, 
about thirty years ago, was by kariied men 
raifed up, as the witch of JSndor (who Hxxm, 
to have been a clergywoman too) ratfed tker 
ghoft of old Samuel. 

Thdfc 
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Thofc fame fons of Efculapius were phy- 
ficianSj furgeons, and apothecaries in their 
day ; but then they were quite im methodi- 
cal, like the greater part of the old women in 
black prunella and white cambrick. For in- 
fiance, they had hot the method of wearing 
large wigSj gold headed canes, and of wheel- 
ing about the ftreets in their chariotsi And 
with refpeft to their phyfic and furgery^ 
they were guided chiefly by the diftates of 
•nature, without the abftrufe methods of art. 
At laft there arofe a great man, and his name 
was Gakfti a mighty man for differing of 
apes; for it ought to beobferved, that in his 
days, in Pagan land3, there were very few 
criminals who deferved death, and fewer ftill 
who were given to the furgcons. Well, what 
fliould he do, think you ? why^ my beloved, 
being bleft with better ftars at his nativity 
than his predeceflbrs, he took their confuted 
and . immethodical practices, and reduced 
them into method, i. e. form and order. 
Well, this great man being principal of the 
College of Phyfiqians^ he taught his pupils 
to obferve orderly rules, otherwife method^ 
from whence his difciplcs were in honour cal- 
led Methodifts. So much for learning : now 
for doftrine. 

Then, my beloved, the cafe ftands thus : 
Amongft the clergy there always have been a 
great number who did not love praying, 
Snging of hymns, reading and expounding 
the fcripturcs; the like may be faid of the 
i:udents. What they aimed at was a gooA 
living without xnuch work ; and as one in a 

B cenain 
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certain placfc fays, Tbojis meti care ttot if the 
Devil take the flock^ provided they can bavt 
but thefieece. On the other hand, there have 
been fome whd loved to pray^ to fing hymn.^, 
to read and expound the fcriptureSj whoj if 
they were not J)erjmitted to do it in public 
houfes, or churches, would do it in private 
houfes, to the no fmall difgrace of the other 
gentlemen. Well, my beloved, thefe are 
they who have been called Methddift's, ftha- 
naticks and cnthufiafts. Now a word or two 
about their tenets, and then I difmifs this 
head •, for really their tenets, being deftruc- 
tive of prieftcraft, muft by no means be en- 
couraged. 

i. Firft, and forcmoft, thfey think that'a 
man ought to atteft no Articles of faith, but 
what he believes to bfe true. 

2. They thirik that a man ought not fa 
psofefs to my lord-bi(hop, that he bfelievcs 
all the thirty-nine articles of the eftablifhed 
church to be the true faith of the gofpel, 
when he fecretly believes in his heart that they 
are falfe and methodiftical. 

3. They think that a man Ihould not prd- 
fefs to his lordlhip, that he is moved by the 
Holy Ghoft to defire the office of a deacon, 
when he is in faft moved with t\it hopes of a 
benefice, and confiders it in his heirt as de- 
lufion and enthufiafm, for any m^h to pre- 
tend to be moved by the Holy Ghoft in thefe 
days. 

4. They think that after a man has fub-r 
fcribed the thirty- nine articles, and folenlnly 
iwore that he believes them, that he ihould 

not 
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flqt go and preach doftrines dircftly oppo- 
fite to ^he faid articles. 

5, They think that no man ought to bd 
|)ermitted to enter the pulpit, whofe life and. 
converfation is dijfolute. 
' Thefe, with a great many tenets befides^ 
equally ridiculous to maintain, and. therefore, 
though tolerated by the king and parliament, 
the Heads of Houfes will never endure thert; 
in the Uhiverfity. 

Vlil. i:he — of the defended theif 

liollrines hy the thirty-nine m-tides of the efta^ 
hlijhed church. 

I wot, I fear me much that this dodor is 
himfelf tinftured with methodiftical tenets; 
for no body, now-a^days, befides methodifts^ 
&c. cohfiders the thirty-nine articles of the 
cftabliflied church as any teft of doftrine: 
as for the clergy, it is well known that they 
are moftly dijenters from the doftririe of the 
articles and prayer book, Ahl beloved, if 
the truth was knoWn,^ it would be found that 
this fame Doftor Dixon prays to God, and 
reads his bible; or how elfe fhould he take 
p^rc with thofe young men whom the Heads 
of Houfes expelled the Univerfity/^r/)rtfj/»^, 
readings and expounding the fcriptures? Be- 
fides, he would not have fpoken fo highly of 
their piety and the exemplarinefs of their 
lives, as the text tells us he did, feeing the 
fenfe of the Univerfity was, that. their pray- 
ing, reading, &c. was vicious. I fear me, 
my beloved, that if the Heads of Houfes do 
not keep a good look out after this fame doc^ 
lor, it will be difficult for them to keep the 

B a Uni- 
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UnivtCrfity ckar from fuch as pray, and read, 
and expound the fcripture; but kis motion 
Kvas over-ruled. What . is one itiethodift 
an^0ngft a hoft of divines ; 

IX. Dr. , one of the Heads of Houfes 

prefent^ obferved^ that as tbe/e Six gentlemen were 
expelled for having too mu^h religion j it would 
be very proper to enquire into the conduSl of 
fome who had too little. From this part of our 
text it appears, that the feveral crimes al- 
ledged againft them, amounted in the aggre- 
gate to a being righteous over-much \ which 
the learned Dr, Trap, of crabbed memory; 
has very pioufly fhewn to be an evil, almoft 
unpardonable. According to the Rev. 
Doftor NoweFs learned anfwer to that pro- 
phane fon of our Alma Mater, called Pietas 
OxonienJiSy it is evidently much more fafe, 
and Icfs impious, to ridicule the miracles of 
Mofes, and of Chrift, than to pray in pri- 
vate houfes without book. The eloquent 
Orator of the Univ^rfity gives a full account 

of the cafe of Mr. W ng, a friend of his 

Oratorfhip*s, who was charged upon oath 
with the above faid contempt of the fcrip- 
tures, and ridicule of the miracles of Moles 
and Chrill. The proofs were fo point blank 
againft the faid Rev. Mr. W— ^ — rng, that his 
reverence could not deny the charge. Well 
then, what was the iffue? Was he expelled? 
No, my beloved, he w>as not expelled. 
Quere, Why was he not expelled? Anf. His 
reverence pleaded his being drunk when he 
uuered thofe contemptful words againft the 
miracles of Mofes and of Chrift, /. e. "The 

Candidate 
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Candidtis for holy orders was drunk 
when he ridiculed revealed religion^ and yet 
he got into orders ; and yet he continues a 
member of the Univerfity. There is a vulgar 
proverb indeed, which fays, " What a man 
*' thinks when he is fober, he fpeaks out when 
" he is drunk." Whether this is applicable 

to parfon W-^ ng, I pretend not to fay ; 

but this we are certain o^ Had the Six Mcr 
thodifts ventured to pray to God whea they 
were drunk, they had been expelled for it 
when they were fober. 

But the fweet'fpirited V— e C — «-r, re- 
ceived Mr.W ng'spennance favourably i 

and good reafon why, for he was never charged 
by any body with th^ heinous crime of pray- 
ing to God off book in private houfes \ or 

that would have ruffled the V — c C r's 

Ipirit to the ejeftion of parfon W — U — ng. 

In the fame affair, related by the Rev. 
Dr. Nowel, it is plain that private religious 
affembli^, alias conventicles, are in much 
lefs efteem at Oxford than tap-houfes and 
taverns ; for the fix methodifts were expelled 
for praying in a conventicle, but the Rev. 
Mr. W ng could get drt{nk in a tap-hou/e^ 
and yet continue a member of the univerfity. 
Nor can this be denied, unlefs the public 
orator ihould eat hi^ words -, otherwife ihe\y 
from good and authentic records that memr 
bers of that learned body do occafionally 
;et dri^nk within their own peculiar diftrifts. 

Jut 

Let us p^ on tb the abfurdity of this doc- 
tor's propoials ** to enquire into tf^e conduSl of 

B 3 tbofi 
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tbcfe who bad too little religion:*^ A^ ^^ ^^^? 
could be deemed a crime ! Would this dodor 
have tHe colleges to ftand eiripty, thiiik you? 
But we learn that this motion was over-ruled, 

the V — c C -r and Heads of Houfes did 

not think proper to come into it; from which 
after ages will have a very refpcdlaole idea of 
the prefent piety of that learned body. 

Thus, my beloved, I have gone through 
the firft part of my plan, and ftallproceed, 
tpthefecond. 

IL- Namely, to raife a notable point of 
doftrine from it -, which is th]s, viz. Thai: 
the conduft of the Heads of the Houfes, in 
expelling thfe fix young men for praying, 
|-eading, and expounding the Icriptures, is 
dcfenfible, from thexonduft of the clergy of 
jill ages and countries,' whatfoevcr fnarliii^ 
perfons may fay. 

To clear this I (hall producefour in^ances; 
moft of which I ftiall take out of that old an? 
tiquated book called the fcripturc. A book 
whiclf fets forth the true fpirit of the Unir 
yerfity doftors to the very life. The " 

I ft. Of thefe inftances wp have in th? 
book of Daniel, chap, iii, whereift fomc 
iranfaftions ot the Doftors of the eftablifhcd 
church at Babylon are recorded ; concerning 
which I would make the following notes. 

I. That the religion, Jby law cftabliihed^ 
was the religion of the golden image which 
Nebuchadnezzar, at the requeft of the cler- 
gy, made and fet up in the plains of Dura, 
A place, my beloved, which, if we may give 
predit to travellers, very much reiemblesthc 
' plains of Oxford. ' • - > ' '. • ' 



II. The cjergy, who you know have 
always been wonderfully food of 2i golden god'^ 
would by no njeans fuffer ap a^ of toleration 
to be pafled in flavour of methodiits and dif-> 
fenters: but, on the contrary, got ^n a£t of 
parliament qi> their own fide, enjoining the 
ftrifteft uniformity in religion, apd threaten^ 
in^ 4cath to all diffenter^: It feems this 
.prince ^y^s tqo eafy; ^nd like fooie of our for- - 
mer princes in England, was fo much afraid 
of the clergy, that he was obliged to confirm, 
and fo cfppvifed an a6t of uniformity which 
the clergy hoped wpwld bring good grift to 
their mill, verfe 6. 

HI. Xhis law' eftablifhed, the clergy were 
very impatient to have the fubjefts of this 
great king brought to the teft; which they 
thought beft to dp by apppipting a public 
fe^ft, on which it was required th^t every 
man ^nd mother's fon (hould fall dpwn before, 
and worlhip this golden god kt up by the 
king, as the tool of the paribns. 

|V. That there were fc^r degrees of 
lear(v^ men, whom I fuppofe, .4 welt in the 
univerfity at Babylon: firft there were «fc?- 
giciansy with them, the fame as doftor§ pf 
divinity are with i^ in our univerfities: fe- 
cqndly, there were afirologersy or men of 
learned fciences, mvich the fame with our 
matters of arts: thirdly, Hcisxz-^tx^ for cetera ^ 
who, I fuppofe, were either fellows pf the 
college, or bachelprs of arts, appointed to be 
tythe-gath^rei^s: and, fourthly, there were 
Chaldeans or ftujdent pf their divinity, and 
Qthpr ^Vi% arts : and, 
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V. That all thofc gentry tetre very vigi- 
lant in dilcoyering and informing againft dif*- 
ienters, verfe 8. Wherefore at that time certain 
Chaldeans came near and accufed the Jews. 
That is to fay, certain young ftudcnts, being 
fpurred on to it by their tutors who cared not 
to appear in fuch a dirty affair themfelves, 
and fo forth; by which they appear to have 
been rather more honourable, than the revcr 
rend tutor of E d Hall. 

VI. Strift as the law was, there were fome 
who took upon them to pray to God, like 
thofe fix young gentlemen who were expelled 
the univerfity for praying. But what were 
they think you; wny truly, they were dif- 
fenters and methodifts, for they would not 
conform to the Babylonifh prayer book, and 
other forms of worfhip by law eftabliftied, 
therefore were diflcnters; and they were me- 
thodifts, if praying ,to God, and refufing to 
pm his faith on the fleeve . of the parfons 
gown, denominates a man a methodift. But 
what followed, trow ye? why as foon as they 
were found put to be nonconformifts, the 
clergy accufed them of rebellion; and had 
the king been- as fond of burning diflcn- 
ters, as their reverences were, thefe men had 
in a trice been executed, without having ano- 
ther chance for their lives. But he was not 
quite fo fiery, but gave them another trial, 
and ftrove to bring fhem over to the church 
by gentlenefs, intermixed with feverity. The 
gentlenefs was his, and the feverity belonged 
tb their reverences.* But the methodifts 
continued obftinate, and at laft overcame the 

! parfons. 
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parfons. If you'll read the chapter through, 
you'll fee the upfhot of it, and how the docr 
tors of the univerfity were confounded, and 
;he diffenters re-admitted to the king's fa- 
vour-, for God did work for them. 

I pafs on to the days of D army a prince 
who had a praying nobleman for his firil 
minifter of ftate, and, for ought I know to - 
the contrary, he might be firft lord of the trea- 
fury, as well as chancellor of the empire. 
His name was Daniel, and by birth a Jew. 
Well, my beloved, being fo very great, he 
was grievoufly envied by the inferior place- 
men, though they kept it fecrct, and Ipoke 
him fair to his face -, and he was very much 
abufcd by thofe who were out of place. If • 
we may judge of ancient tilings from what 
appears in ages more modern, we may fup- 
pofe that the times took a turn fomething like 
the following : 

One man cries put againft his being a fa- 
vourite, and too intimate with the queen or 
queen's mother, as their kinfmen do upon fi- 
milar occafions; another complains of his be- 
ing a foreigner, and a captive, fo highly dig- 
nified, whilft the natives were neglefted : 
perhaps their news-papers might be ftufFed 
with clamours againft the exotic favourite -, 
and the incenfed mob might be taught to cry 
out, liberty and Babylon for ever — but 
no Jew — no favourite — no captive. Well, 
my beloved, all the inns and outs might have 
fretted themfelves to death, without being 
pble to do any thing againft this prime mi- 
nifter, this fame Daniel, the king's favourite, 

if 
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if they had not applied to the principal cler- 
gy, t|ie E^^ads of Houfes. But I trc|^Y, the 
r^yer^pd ^9(fi;or$ the magicians, the maf- 
ters ojf the art of aftrolqgy, &c. &c. no 
fooner embarked in thp pqpular caqie^ but 
they were more than a match for the favourite, 
yho had n|llf n by means of their reverences, 
if the Almighty had had as little to do with 
]|un^ a^ he jias to do with the greateft part of 
ihe clergy. ' \ . 

Well, my beloved, f hp liea^s of I^oufes 
and the difaS^^ed ibttefmen met ^Itogeth^r^ 
and conful^ed which y^as the beft way to over- 
turn the ftate of t^is praying favourite. But 
the condu(St pf Daniel was. fo exemplary, that 
they knew they ihould be able to find no- 
thing wrqn^ in hitu i^nlefs, they froul^ ep,- 
trap him in. ri^f ters of religion. Therefore 
having firil: pfjrfviaide^ the king, that /i^ 
church was in danger^ they urged th? pccf ffity 
of ^ l^w bping nude, prohibiting ^y. ip^n's 
praying untp God. Well, Darius the kipg 
Yms PPt fuch a novice in politics, by t H^ kn^v 
the n^cefiity of ha.v,ing the clergy on His Hd^y 
^nd ttiereibre, though he could not ift into 
th^t part of their my&ecious divinjijy, naadp 
the decree ^ordipg tq the plan concerted by 
that leari^ed body. 

9ut it is thought that he wopld; have 
Araiiied % point ^ith them, if he bad knowp 
that they, w^4 aiming ^t the life of his :^ithr 
fvl favourite. 

Bvit hpw. iliflFtheiib biblifts are! fpc this 
Daniel lyent on paying to Goji, r?^^ and 
^j^ppjipji^n^ -the ici^pturies i», %SKip^ h&t{fe^ 

notwith- 



notwithftandipg the king h^d under tKe di^ 
rcdfon of the clergy ordained* otherwife; 
this was enough to hive provoked the Headi 
cf Houfes to have excelled him the Univerjity^ 
had he bdongi^d to it, but he not belonging 
to it, they ycfre obliged* to be fatisfied with 
putting him ;o death without expelling hitnl 
- No>lv lef| any ftiould objeft to the clergy 
having the honour of devifing this fcheme, 
becaufe there Is no notice taken of them in 
the hiffoiy, let it be obferved, that it was ne^ 
ver known that many great 'men or noble- 
men wejre. ever giyen to interfere in religious 
jmatt^rs, Ifatefmen in aJl ages have been wife 
^nough to take up with me religipn whidi 
the'priefts have prefer ihpd to' them: there- 
fore what you gi>)'e of honour to any body in 
this affair, fet irb^given'to the clergy. And 
t pafs on to niake aco.mparilbn bet>yixt that 
jafrair and this before us. ' 

I. They copTd find no occafipn of fauk iij 
Daniel; To it was with the 'ipx young meii 
wHq were expelled the Univerfity, for ;heir 
Jives were faid to fee pious and exemplary. 

II; They thougjht they mi^ht eqtrap hini 
in fome matters concerning the law of h.i^ 
podi So likewilj? thefe young men, though 
they were no wlioremafters,*no gamblers, n^ 
drunkards, lio (crljpturq revilers, &c. yet they 
could be trapped in matters relatinor to their 

God. "^f •• • ' '•-- . .;^ V ... , 

III. This fame P|lniel, not^icljftanding the 
penalty dehounpedfin ' the cdia againft any 
ivho ffibuld, taTce upon them* to jpray to Goa. 
pnfcffely, febellioqaj^, and obftinately per- 

filled 
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fifted in his ufual apoftolical, puritanical, 
nonconformiftical, and methodiilical man- 
ner oif praying to God in a private houfe. So 
no doubt but thefe fix young men knew that 
it was "kgainft the will of the Heads of 
Houfcs, &c. that any of the ftudents under 
their care fhould pray to God an a private 
houfe, or even pray without book in a 
public houfe ; for fays our text. Six young tnem 
were expelled the Uuiverjity for prayings read-- 
ingy and expounding the fcriptur^s In a private 
houfe ; yet they perfifted in it* 

Laftly, under this head. Daniel, prefi- 
dent of the princes, kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day» and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God as aroretime. But 
how will you be able to find fuch puritanic 
condu(fl among our Britifh noblemen ? for I 
wot that a praying nobleman is pretty near 
as great a rarity as a white crow upon Mal- 
vern hills. If outward conduct is to detcrr 
mine inward fentiments, it may be con- 
cluded, that moft of our people of fafhion 
confidcr themfelves either as immortal, or as 
on a level with the beafts deftitute of rational 
fouls. The 

II. Inftance of clerical conduft which 
gives countenance to the late aft of the 
Heads of Houfes, ( (hall bring from the 
clergy of that famous univerfity at Jerufa-^ 
lem, in the days of Chrift and his apoftles. 
In th6 eftabliftied church of Judea there 
vere articles of faith and ^ canon Uwi 
which all the clergy profefTed to believe, re- 
gard, and defend. This confeffion of faith • 
• was 



was firft compiled by Mofes, the fouader of 
that church, and afterwards ratified and 
confirmed by^ Ezrah and Nehemiah, their 
two principal reformers -, even as the thirty- 
nine articles of the eftablilhed church were 
ratified and confirmed by our Englilh re- 
formers. I know you'll be ready to think 
that the clergy deemed it an honour to tread 
ih the fteps of thofe pious reformers ; but I 
trow, my beloved, ye arc greatly miftaken ; 
for the Heads of Houfes of the univerfity at 
Jcrufalem even did as many others have 
done fince, make the commandment void to 
cftablifh their own traditions. Perhaps you 
will be ready to ftartle like the cows in July, 
when bit by the envious flies, when yc hear 
of a univerfity at Jerufalem ; but I affure 
you, it was there that the doftors (i. e. 
teachers) of the law dwelt, and their law 
was their divinity. Now, where do the 
neighbouring dogs delight to refort fo much 
as to a place where the carcafe is ? or where 
(hall we fee fuch fwarms of reverend doctors 
as at the univerfity ? Thofe pharifees, thofe 
lawyers, thofe fcribes, and thofe do<flors were 
all gownfmen ; but whether they wore the 
very fame uniforms with the gentlemen of 
Oxford univerfity, my author does not fay. 
Yet this much may be gat;hered from the 
hiftory, that if that wandering Jew, who 
they fay has lived ever fince the times I ana 
fpeakihg of, fhould chance in his travels to 
call at Oxford, he would think upon his 
longevity, from the manners of the men that 
it was old Jerufalem rifen again from its 
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Aiihs, arid that the ancient fcribes and pJia-* 
jfifecs, &c, were all rifen from the deadw 
But we will drop tKis, and come to the mat- 
ter in hand, which is, to give a juft account 
of thofe glQrgy* that you may fee that, the 
Heads bf Houfes have not departed a jot 
from the 'rules of their clerical anceftors. 

The Jerufalem clergy finding that their 
living depended upon fubfcribing the arti- 
cles given by Mofes, and the homilies com- 
piled by the prophets, they could, for the 
fake of a venerable reputation, and a fattilh 
living, or, as ye would fay, for the good of the 
churchy very readily fubfcribe and atteft theni 
tipon oath, riotwithftandir^g many of them^ 
called faddiices, did not believe any thing 
about them. Now,* not to take notice of 
the tulgar opinion, namely, that there are 
a great many fadduces in our univcrfities, I 
cannot but obftrve the weaknefs of thofe 
who blame fuch of the clergy who fwear to 
articles they do riot believe, feeing that was 
practiced by the clergy of the firft cftablifiied 
church that was in the world* 

About fbmething more than 1700 years 
fince, th^rc arofe foipe diflenters, who made 
i great ftir among the people, and .broughi 
great uneafiriefs upon the clergy. I do not 
mean that thofe were diflenters from the ar- 
ticles 6f faith which wa$ of old given to the 
laints; but they were diflenters from the cler- 
gy, and did not ipare to deteft their errors,- 
both in principles and praftice: a pra<5ticc 
which our modern methodifl:s are faid to be 
guilty of, to the great concern of the Heads 
of Houfes. 

Thofe 
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Thofe were lay-mcrii not rcgtilarljr cdn* 
cared dtthe uhiverfityiand wht) took upon 
therii to preach - witholit receiving jtutfioritV 
from the archbiftiop of JcruKlferfi ; I thinK 
his name was Caiphas, and I wot he *9its 
primate of all Judea. Well; thofc men were 
riot only liymeh, but even the riif-ralF of 
tJiem, even fiftiermen: liott^ they #trc not 
attorney^ or merchants clerks; nof were 
they chyrriifts, nor apdthecafiesj, but fiflief- 
men. And yet thiy prayed extempore, 
and yfet they preached^ dnd ye?t thtf fcfi- 
pounded the fcriptures to the gt^at cdii- 
fufion 6f the holy trade of prieflcraff . The 
cftablifhed church was now thought to be in 
danger. And how it could be thotight fo 
was fomcthing ftrange, feeing thofe praying 
and preaching dUftnters piovcd ill then 
dodlrihe from the articlts md homifes' given 
by Mofes ahd the pr6ph%t^, even as drir 
modern methodifts prove their dtS^Ms 
frorfi the at-ticlei and homilies of the churfch 
of England ; ^rJd the chilrch of Eriglahd.has 
been thought in ho fmill d^rger frotfi thefe 
fame mithddifts, r^on grounds equally fitB- 
ftantiaL Bblieve me,^ my beloved,' the learn- 
ed, the zealous doftot Sachevefcfl was riot fht 
ftrft, nor tlie laft,, \Wi6 yf/ii ^tic^id for fferfr 
of thfe chtirch. Biit he h dead ahd ^dbe, 
therefore I return to the dergy at Jcrufalem; 
and ye cannot but remember how aftive they 
Were in procuring the dcftrudlibh of Jeftrs 
Chrift, and, whtn Kewas rifen from the dead 
and afcerid'e'd into' glory, tfiey abated hotfiirr^ 
of their zeaJ^for their eftabhfiied church*; 

For 
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For no fooner were they sward of the? 
power of the apoftlcs doftrine (by apoftles 1 
mean thofc who took upon them to pray, 
read, an^ expound the fcriptures in private 
hpufes, as you may fee in the fubfcquenc 
part of the hiftory; as thcfc fix young men 
who were expelled the univcrfity are faid to 
idave done. Seeing, I fay, their extraordi- 
. nary fervour in preaching, they cried out 
againft them as perfons drunk with new wine, 
by which we may iinderftand enthufiafm. 
Afts ii. 13. Well, my beloved j this is the 
very cry of the clergy againft all fuch as preach 
Jcfus and the refurreftion, and from their 
mouths the vulgar catch the found ; fo that 
with many, a methodift, and an enthufiaft; a 
diilenter, and a fanatic, are thought to be 
fynonimous terms^ From hence we may- 
learn, that (lander may as well be thrown 
out in a fermon as in a farce, and will iffue 
with as good a grace from a pulpit as from ^ 
theatre. But no more of this, bccaufe our 
time draws towards the other end. 

It is very remarkable how zealous thofc 
gentlemen of the gown, who aimed no high- 
^er than a good fat benefice, have always 
,lhewed themfelves when the doftrine of 
Chrift in its fimplicity hath bceen preached; 
for why ? truly becaufe it lays the axe to the 
root of thp tree of prieftcrafc, and throws 
down the importance of the parfon into the 
dirt. If the clergy were all to obferve the 
rules given by Chrift to his difciples in his 
fermon upon the mount, where would be all 
their titles, their riches and grandeur, their 
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coaches^ their liVcrJr-men, and their plate? 
But ye know that ihdTe rules are different 
from this craft, whereby the paffons gel 
their wealth, as heaven is different from hell* 
,But as prieftcraft is lucrative, it will be fufe 
to find lupporters, whilfi: the houfes have got 
one HEAD left upon them. 

In Afts V. we find that Peter aftd ,the reft 
of his praying, reading, and fcripture-ex* 
pounding brethren, were brought before the 
Vice Chancellor and the Heads of Houfes for 
a hearing, and aftev a hearing of feveral 
hours they took counfel to flay themj v. 3 j. 
But there was one Dr. Gamaliel, the head of 
a certain houfc, who fided with them, and 
probably proved their doftrinc from the ar- 
ticles of the Jewifti church as by law efta-» 
bliihed. I trow this fafne Dr. Gamaliel was 
tinftured with the doftrine they preached, as 
the principal of Edmund-Hall who defended 
the faith of the fix young men who were ex-^ 
pelled the univerfity of Oxford for praying, 
&c. may be fuppofedfeqretlytohave believed 
in the articles which he once fubfcribed, 
though he dare not now to avow his faith 
openly. 

There is one thing in the account that is 
Ibmething remarkable, namely the wife mo- 
tion of doftor Gamaliel over-ruled the bloody 
defigns of the priefts; but it was not fo at 
the other univerfity, for although the prin- 
cipal of Edmund-Hall defended and proved 
the methodiftical doftrine from the articles 
of the church, and Ipoke highly of the piety 
and e;xemplarinefs of the lives of the young 
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then his amotion was oveivrukd, and the fix 
young men were expelled, as before oUerved» 
What is one tnethodifl among a hoft of divines ? 
Anodier thing we may take notice of, 
namely, thofe ancient doctors had a law by 
which they cpuld ppt people to death for 
praying, reading, and expounding the fcrip- 
tures; but our univerlities have no fuch law, 
or it is no way doubtful but that the fame zeal 
which will, under a proteftant government, 
expel theftudents of the univerfity for pray- 
ing) &C. would, for the fame reaibns, burn 
o&nders at a (take, were they favoured with 
a popiih king. So that if the Heads of Houfes 
'were lefs bloody in their defigns than their 
anceftors, it is not to be imputed to want of 
good-will, but to the proteftant reftraiats 
which they are under. 

' Remarkable was the procedure of the Jews 
againd: Stephen, related AAs vi. 9. ^ben 
there arofe certain ef the ^nagegnej which is 
called the Jynagpgue of the LihertineSj (^c. d^f-^ 
puting with Stephen^ i^c. This fame Stephen 
was a low churchman, a whig, and a puri* 
tan, and therefore was fure to be oppofed in 
that blinded age. But who were they, my 
beloved, that here are faid to have rifen' 
againft Stephen ? — ^Not bargemen, link*boys, 
lamp-lighters and Iri(h chairmen; but gen* 
tleraen of the fynagogue. Certain of the fy-^ 
nagogucy L e. Devout men of the efubliihed 
^church; their Lauds, their Calamys, and 
their Sacheverals. But to. what fynagogue did 
they belong, think you ? Why they belonged 
to the fynagogue of the Ubertines. Was ever 

one 
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onp egg more like to another, than ancient 
things arc to modern ? If the genElemen qf 
the fynagogue of the Libertines would have 
been quiet, Stephen might have gone on 
preaching and praying without oppofuion : 
but then it would have fpoiled the priefts 
trade of getting wealth. 

This leads me to enquire wherefore they 
rofe up againft him. Was he a drunkard, 
a murderer, or feditiou* perfon ? or did he 
ipeak reproachfully of the miracles of Chrifl: 
and of. Mofes ? No, none of all thefe were 
alledged againft him. But the grand caufe 
of their umbrage was, " The word of God 
** increafed, and the number of the difciples 
^* multiplied,** \^hereby people forfootk their 
old Libertine paftors, infomuch that the par 
jrifli fynagogues, in many places, were almofl: 
wholly foriaken. Exaftly alike again : StCi' 
phen, you muft know, was a great ringleader 
of that feft that turned the world upfidc 
down ; be was full of faitb. and pcfwer^ perr 
forming many notable miracles^ to the great 
grief of the gentlemen belonging to the fy- 
nagoguc of me Libertines •, therefore they 
thought it belt to di&^tch him out of th^ 
way, for the fafety of tne church* 

It would be cndlcfs, my beloved,, to point 
out all the inftaoces in which t^ie Jewilh aod 

the r- clergy agrqe : I |hall thcrep;)rc 

leave them to another occafion, and ihal) pa/s 
OQ to another very famous church in that 
|«rt of the world, and .after that I Ih^H 
come nearer 4ipnie, wi^n pur own ken. 
And, ' 
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III. This famous church wai that of Diansr 
at Ephcfus; and I wot, in this church them 
was many a good living in the gift' of the 
univcrfityi and I trow, that the Heads of 
Houfes were very careful that none Ihould 
crtjoy one of them unlefs he was well known 
' to be a true fon of the church, that is to fay, 
a prombter of the fale of the (hrines of Diana, 
and a worfhipper of the image that fell dowa 
from Jupiter, 

This Diana was, in her day, a lady re- 
markable for hunting of ftags, and ever 
lince, her clergy have been as remarkable 
for the hunting of /not ftags, but) a good 
benefice. Now, tny beloved, this fame 
huntrefs was the perfonage worihipped by- 
rapft people of Afia, and (he had many, 
very many clelrgy, who adored her for the 
fake of gain; for hy this craft we have our 
wealthy faid they* A language not yet prac- 
tically laid afide. 

There was a famous univerfity for the 
training up of young gentlemen in the holy 
craft of making flirines for the goddefs ; and 
a lucrative craft they found it, my beloved, 
for they had it in their power to fell a brazen 
fhrinc for a golden price; a thing which others 
befides them praftife. 

■ This vMiiveriity was at Ephefus, - a very po- 
pulous city, where water was cheap, but fire 
very dear; and here were many colleges 
an^ halls for the training up of young men 
in die craft of getting wealth. Every hall 
had a Head, and over all the Heads of 
Houfes was a Vice Chancellor, the Rev. Dr. 

Demetrius 
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Demetrius by name. As for praying, read^ 
ing and exppunding the fcriptures, they 
meddled not with them, but were, to the 
higheft degree, intent upon getting wealth.. ' 
Well, they carried on this craft for many 
years,- till at laft there came fome itinerant 
preachers to town, who made it their bufi- 
nefe to pray to God, to read and expound 
the fcripturej, and fmg hymns in private 
houfes, contrary to the fenfe of the uniyerfity ' 
of Ephefus. This was no fmall mortification 
to the clergy, whp very well knew that if 
real religion, or praying, reading and ex* 
pounding the fcriptures were tolerated, that . 
It would put an end to their lucrative prieft- 
craft, and their reverences would fall into 
difgrace. But to prevent fuch a cataftrophe 
the reverend Dr. Demetrius, Vice Chancel- 
lor, aflembled the Heads of Houfes to con* 
fult what was beft to be done, and it was re- 
folved, nemine confradicenfe, to cry out, ike > 
church was in danger, that, under pretence of 
faving the church, they might favc their 
own profits. Well^ they cried'out, thztihe^ 
church was in danger^ that the church was in 
danger J till they had fufficicntly enflamcd the 
rabble, who have always proved the pillars 
of the^ church, when inftigated by the 
Priests: then they laid hold on the itiner 
rants, and had them before the Heads of 
Houfes, who gave them fuch treatment as 
praying people may * expeft to meet with 
from the clergy of the • It hap- 
pened however, as in a late cafe, that there 
was one man of integrity and honour 
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imongft th*m, much like the Head of Ed- 
mund-hall, only with this difference, the due 
Vas a Notary-public, and the other is a gcn- 
'tlcman in holy orders. Well, this attorney, 
it fcems, being town-xlerkofEphefus, thought 
that the clergy carried their authority a little 
beyond the rules of moderation and decency, 
•a thing by no means uncommon for fome 
gentlemen of the cap and gown. This towa- 
clerk took up the caufe of the itinerants; 
and, in a fpirited, fcnfiWe manner, defended 
their conduct and tenets ; not from the 
thirty-nine articles, but from the articles of 
natural religion and morality, and fpake very 
highly of their piety and good behaviour. I 
cannot but remark,' that in this affair thp 
town-clerk was more fuccefsful than the gen- 
tleman who pleaded the caiife of the fix mcr 
thodifts at Oxford : the former overruled 
the purpofes of Dianii's clergy, but the Uni- 
vcrfity clergy overruled the motion of the 
latter, according to our text-, for, though 
ke defended their dodtrine from the thirty - 
nine aiticlespf the eftablifi^ed church, and 
Ipoke very highly of the piety and the ex-f 
tmptarincfs of their lives, ^befsjix young men 
were expelkd the ufiiverfity fof fraying^ read- 
ings and expounding the fcriptt{reSy and for 
Jtnging hymns in a private houfe. For why ? 
Why, truly, my beloved, becaufe prapng, 
reading, and expounding the fcriptures, is not 
the craft by which we get our wealth. For 
proof of this propofition, I refer you to ftub- 
porn fafts, namely, that you ihall fddom fee 
a divine, whp m^kes f point of praying, 

\ reading, 



reading, and expounding the fcriptures, and 
of finging hymns either in private or public 
houfes, who keeps his equipage, and pof- 
teSkth your fat, fat livings. I wot, my be- 
loved, that one drone eats more honey than 
four laborious bees ; for proof of this, I refer 
you to the reverend Dr. Pliny, an author of. 
apprdved merit^and a great divine. 

But I pafs on to the fourth eftabliflied 
church, the clergy of which, in all refpefts, 
pofle^d the fpirit of Univerfity divines, or 
Heads of Houies ; and I trow, it is a church 
of great pretentions, the clergy of which are 
as infallible as the moll holy mother Pope 
Joan, that lady who was Chrift's vicar, 
Peter^s fucceflbr, and carried the keys of 
heaven, hell and purgatory, in her pocket, 
when Ihe was in her prince, and her moori 
Ihone at full. I guefs, by this time, you 
know that I mean the good old, one, catho- 
lic, roman, infallible, pontifical, univerfal, 
mother church, in . tKe bofom of which our 
forefathers of the furcingk flept fo fnug, 
wrapt about with abbey lands, as with warm 
blankets. And if I may ^ak the fentimcnts 
of my fable brethren of iht Univerfity,. we 
wifh, for the fake of thbfe lands, that we 
ware all fefe rolling in her warm bofom once 
more. But I will not keep you in fufpehce 
abeuc this. 

IV/ Church, the condu6t pf whofe clergy 
wa)S fo^near a kin to the cdhduft of the clergy 
of — " ■ ' ' . In the days of Betfey, the vef- 
tfti queen, the clergy fufFered great difcon- 
tent. For why ? Becaufe praying, reading, 

C 4 and 
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And icripture expounding people were fuf* 
fcrcd to live, and were even tolerated in the 
univerfity, which was a kind of counterba*- 
lance to the emolument their reverences had 
isnjoyed in the days of Mary, of fcarljst me- 
mory; for as foon as this orthodox lady had 
afcended the throne,^ matters took a very 
agreeable turn, and the right reverend bi* 
0iops, Bonner and Gardiner, began to work 
for the good of the church. Like true-bred 
Podors, they fearched every corner of the 
land for matter to work upon^ and who 
ihould they pitch upon,, trow ye, but thofe 
minijfters and others who prayed to God, read 
gnd es^poundcd the fcriptures,. and fung 
hymns? For thofe clergymen were much 
like unto others ; they difcouraged praying 
to any befides faints cannonized in their own 
church; and as for the fcriptures, .they 
found it for their intereft that the fenfe of 
them (hould be concealed. And no doubt 
other people of thfe fame pradices have rea- 
ions equally ponderous to aflign for their 
conduft. . 

Whp was Crammer, my belovfcd? Why. 
truly, though he was primate of England, 
he took upon him to pray, read, and ex- 
pound the fcript^rcs, and as one fuch, ac* 
cording to the laws of Trent council, he was 
expelled the convocation, and burnt todeath 
as an enemy to the clergy. Larimer, and 
Ridley, and Hooper, and Taylor, and 
Bradford, and Hunter, and Philpot, &c. &Ct 
&c. were all of them guilty of diofe heinous 
olTences of pr^ymg, of reading, of expound*. 

ing 
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ing the fcriptures, and of finging of hymns. 
The fame crimes with which the Cbcford 
mcthodifts were charged, and for which they 
were expelled the Univerfity. 

Thus, beloved, I have with much pleafure 
gone fo far through with my firft propofed 
plan, and from what I have advanced wc 
may raufe the following remarks; 

1. That thcfpiriror our Dodors has been 
. the feme in all ages, a noble fpirit of oppofi- 

tion to methodiftical tenets. The magicians, 
the aftrologers, the forcerers, and the chal- 
deans, the fcribes, the pharifees, the lawyers, 
the fadduces, and the doAors, and the ihrine- 
/ makers, and the inquifitors, and the ro- 
xnan bUhops, and the vice chancellors, and 
the Heads of Houfcs, are all of the fame re- 
ligion; namely, to oppofe praying, reading^ 
and e^ounding of the fcriptures^ 

2. That the ftatc of religion in our land 
is likely to be foon upon a very refpeftable 
footing, feeing no more than fix, out of the 
vaft number of ftpdents at Oxford, took 
jipon them to pray to God, to read, and to 
expound the fcriptures; fo that it. is hoped, 
the many parilhes in England will be likely 
to have parfons who will let their parifhio- 
ners have their own way, and go quietly to 
hell without difturbing of them. Whereas 
was not care taken to fupprefs praying people 
in the univerfity, we Ihould have the nation 
fwarming with them, much to the detriment 
of prieftcraft. 

3. It is obiervable that we have found out 
more fully what four of tWe fix gentlemen 

were. 
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were, ere thejr fet fbot m the univeifity ; one 
Was a publican, another a fmitht a tMrd a 
barber, and a fourth a teacher under W — y, 
as it is written by the Rev. Dr. Oxonienfe, 
Gazetteer, N^ 12199, April 9, 1768; and 
I wot, my beloved, though my kindred are ^ 
profeflbrs of fiich arts, they are to be held as 
dangerous, therefore muft not be tolerafeed 
bythedergy. 

Firft, and forenmA:, The clergy have fof-r 
fered much discontent from the bbckfinkh 1 
And, whilft the bitternefs of the lofs of thiQ 
abbey lands belcheth from our ftomacbs, wo 
brunella gentlemen will never, forgive the 
blackfhiitns. Quere, For why ? AnlW. Be- 
caufe he was a blackfrnkh's 4>n, lord Tho- 
mas. Cromwell by name, who 0ripped the 
church, that is to fay, the cler^, of thoTe 
"ilirarm, thofe izl abbey lands* No more 
bl^ckfmiths j I pray you now — we'll have 
ijone of them. Therefore Mr. V—- C — —r 
did well in expelling the man^ becaufe he had 
been a blackupith. 

' 2. Another of them had beei^ a pubU-n 
can, i. e. a tax-gatherer ; and, I fuppde, 
Mr. V— C thought the difference 

betwixt tax-gathering, and tytbe-gatbering be- 
ing fo very trifling, that after a young man 
had fu^iciendy leanied at home to gather 
taxes, it was quite* needlefs for him to come 
to the Univerfity to learn to gather tytbes, 
I wot, my beloved, that the old ^udge 
betwixt the pharifees and the publicans has 
not yet fisblided. For, as the learned Opco- - 
nietifis obfervcs, the V — C » »■ r expelled- 
> % a man 
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a man the univerQty for having beea a pub* 
lican. 

'3. And, in the nex4' place, another had 
been a barber ; that is to &y, a Jbaver* His 
reverence doftor Nowdl, public orator of 
the univcrfity, hath^iven it as his charitable 
opinion, that this i&cne barber Can make a 
very gavd w/f , from whence he lovingly con- 
jcludes, that the faid barber need not to 
j^arve ; and from whence I conclude, that he 
would have made a very ufcful meniber of 
the univerfity, A good wtgj fays Dr^ NoweL 
i. e. ' a decent, artificial covering, for a bald 
^te 5 wherefore it appears to have been very 
ad policy to expjpl fp ufeful a map, at a 
time when the Heads of Houfes are fo bald 
and weather-beaten therpfelves ; and, to opr 
great grief, we miift own, that we much fear 
the DoftoPs learned anfwer to Piefas Oxoni-- 
enfis had better have been fent for from the 
prefs, ere it' had been printed^ as a certain 
impotent anfwer to the Shaver is faid to have 
been ; then would it not^ have given an op- 
portunity to that delinquent, puritanic fon of 
OUT -Alma Mafer^ to triumph over the united 
efforts of the Heads of Houfes, as he hath 
done in Goliah Slain, to the great grief of all 
true high churchmen. 

4. A fourth was a teacher in a fchool, un- 
der W — — ^y. But who or what this fame 
W— — y is, whether an hill, an old abbey, 
atr holy college, or an oak tree, the accurate 
Oxonienjis does not fay. But this fchoolmaf- 
ter who uught under it, be it what it will, 
^as juftly expelled. Fpr why ? Becaufe he 
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departed fo very far from the rule eftabliflied 
among, ftudents.. The common rule pb- 
fervcd by the hopeful young gentlemen of 
the gown is, before they have (6 much as 
learned the .firft lellbn of themfclves, they 
conclude that they are able to teach others; 
witnefs fo many dull parfons. But this 
man, though he had been accuftomed to 
teach others, meanly debafed hifhfelf fo far 
as to receive inftrudions from others; but 
fuch a mean opinion of one's felf being no 
yray likely to add weight to the importance 
of the parfon, mult not be tolerated. I (hall 
not now fay any more; intending ere long 
to write a commentary on the*gofpel of Ox- 
ford, as. it hath been lately publiihed by one 
and another, pro, and con* 
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I. 

l\/fT tbanksy and the naHqtfs^ to the DoSlcrs 

^bofe Guardians of'Virtuey tbofe Poriers of 

Sor tbdr timely wife careinfuppreffingtbe growth 
Of prayings expoundings andbymn-fingingyoutb^ 

, ' II. 

Sbould praying befuffer^d by our learned Sages 
(Wbat bas not been known in Ox-^dfor age^) 
Jnfiead of gay parfons^ witb caffock and band^ 
There would be noni but Puritans all o^er the 
land. 

m. 

Expounding the fcriptures! this JliU is more 

wickedy 
Therefore from college be they ifi^gnt kick$i% 
Por fcripture and prieficr^t as diftant do dwitt^ 
Asfome ?AKso^sfromVirtu€yWH%KTg^frim 
Hell. 

IV. 

W^llfwear to the rubrick^ by this is our Sviaigi 
(Some hundreds a twelvemonth is furt worth 

the having) 
But we'll cafi off our oatbras foon as tkifro 

fwaUov^d^ 
For Peijurv in gownfmen bath long Jinto hem 

hallowed. 
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Should wefuffir ibi do^nes to which we of yore 
Gave ajfent and confentj and/olemnfy /wore 
To freaehy and defeid them againj^ oppojition^ 
TFeJhoutd throw ourf elves wide from holypromo^ 

tion. 

VI. 
Tbefe youths with thAr firiSnefs deteSi our loofe 

livittg^ 
BHnchy known to the worUt would keep us from 

thriving : 
Religion V a mirror that Jhews all prof anenefs^ 
Ekekde it we tbdrefore to h$di our[o^n vain^ 

nefs. 

VII. 
If drinking^ or whoring.^ or fcripture reviling. 
Had been nprefented as their daily faitit^y - 
(As often in others it certamfy might) 
To wink at' their foibles would then have been 

right. 

vin. 

Thus ailing with candour and tender forbear- 

anee^ . 
Till we had reclaimed them by patient endur- 

ihif pmying and reading, thofe btnrible evUSf 
Oblige us at once to\devote them to Devils.. 

* The method pnrfaedjby the Heads of Hooies^ for 
mjaiaing Mr. WeUii^ fcosn his infidelity aad dron* 
^l^nefs 2 accosdxBg to the reverend Dr. Nowel, and 
die Oolijidi Slayer. 
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After the Maimer of the famous Poeta, 



STERNHOLD and HOPKIN3. 



I. 

ZjTE R E lies the once malicious Head 
-^^ Of M—fs ancient Halli 
His lying quirks anB quiddities 
Now ferijhed are all. 

II. 

He Uv*d to fei the joyful day 

Of praying youths expeWd^ 
The wicked wight and infidel 

^ncoura^d and upheld. 

III. 

His plodding heady and eke Us hand^ 

The mighty work purfu^d : 
His heart as hard as flinty ft one % 

He never fir it rued. 

iv.m 
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IV. 

TiU PiBTAs «f Oxford came, 

WeUJkiU'a in college art, 
JIttaclCd the fam'd St. Mary V H^ad, 

And broke his mortal heart. 

V. 

GotiAH V dropt ! Here Ut him lie^ 
^ And no more rife again \ 
^0>e ftripling*s ftone^ from fatal flings 
Hatb reached the DoStofs hain* 
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